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ARE THE GOSPEL RECORDS
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INTRODUCTION1

It continues to be an annual delight to come to Lubbock in West
Texas, for this good and great lectureship. By any fair and accurate
measurement it has to rank as one of the premier lectureships con-
ducted among the solid and sound. My thanks are extended to Dale,
Malcolm, Tommy and all Southside members for the extension of this
invitation to speak and pen a chapter for the book which, like its
predecessors, will become an instant classic of spiritual gems of saving
truth.

BEGINNING SCRIPTURES
In his opening and closing chapters Mark makes it amply evident

that he is writing about God's glorious Gospel—not patriarchal
precepts—not Mosaic mandates. Read him well: "The beginning of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God ... Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature" (Mk. 1:1; 16:15). He neither begins
nor ends with statutes from Sinai. The Gospel is his focal point.

Matthew wrote about the Messiah and how He fulfilled Old
Testament prophecies with precious preciseness. In giving the Great
Commission in his closing comments, he did not make provisions for
men to obey Moses or go forth and make disciples by teaching what
came from Sinai. His was a forward message—not a backward glance
at what had been abolished and removed. Again, read him well as he
writes with thrilling emphasis:
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And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen (Mt. 28:18-20).

Again, the emphasis is upon the Messiah—not Moses. It is upon the
Gospel, the good news of redemption in Christ, and not Sinaitic
pronouncements. It is upon the commandments of Christ—not the
Decalogue or the Ten Commandments and the 603 added to this
Mosaic system.

MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE AND JOHN
DEAL WITH CHRIST'S STAY ON EARTH

From Luke and John we ascertain this time to have occupied about
thirty-three years. There is no one verse suggesting this number. Luke
and John help us in determining this matter. Luke 3:23 tells us that
Jesus was of the age of thirty when he was baptized by John the
Immerser in Jordan's famed river. We count the number of Passovers
listed by John during the Lord's personal ministry in John 3:23; 5:1; 6:4
and the one at crucifixion time. If the feast in John 5:1 was not
Passover, then His ministry lasted only two years or a little more. If that
feast was Passover, as I have long believed it was, then His ministry
lasted three plus years. This is one of the fruits of mature Bible
Study—putting Scriptures together and deriving logical deductions,
from the same.

Matthew covers Jesus' stay on earth from His birth in Matthew 1-2
to the time between His resurrection and ascension. The Law of Moses
was in effect when He was born, while He grew up in Nazareth, during
His ministry and till He nailed all of it to Calvary (cf. Col. 2:14-17).

Mark does not cover Jesus' birth and His first thirty years in his
shorter Gospel record. He begins with the Gospel, John's work, Christ's
baptism, the temptations and the extended ministry of Jesus in life, in
labors, in parables, in preaching, in miracles, His passion on Calvary,
the triumph of His resurrection, some of His post-resurrection appear-
ances and His amazing ascension. Calvary is at the end of His
ministry—not its beginning.

Luke begins and continues with an affirmation of his own inspira-
tion, John's parents and birth, Jesus' birth, His early youth, Jesus'
baptism, the temptations by the Arch Fiend—Satan—and then His
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laborious ministry for some three plus years. In his Gospel record,
Calvary came at the end of Christ’s ministry—not when He was
baptized, i.e., when He began His ministry. Luke covers His death,
burial, resurrection and His ascension when He returned again to the
Palace of the Universe on holy high.

Unlike the previous three, who had already written their records of
the one Gospel, John goes back to the beginning even as Moses had
done in Genesis 1 and showed it was the Second Person—not the First
or the Third—who created or made everything. The verses in John 1:1-
3,10 make this momentous matter crystal clear. John's Prologue in John
1:1-18 is beautiful beyond apt description. Then, he gives his unique
record of Jesus in what He thought, felt, did and taught.

All four of these books were written after the church was begun
and Christianity had spread into a world-wide movement, but they
contain what Jesus did and taught while He was under the Law of
Moses. However, His mission was not Mosaic; it was Messianic. His
mission was not to bolster Moses and Judaism but to make diligent
preparation for the coming of His kingdom. Look at the focus of His
parables. They were not bent toward Moses and Sinai but toward the
Messianic kingdom soon to be established in Acts 2.

ARE ALL TWENTY-SEVEN
NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS EQUALLY POWERFUL?
This is a very strange question to be raised among people who long

have possessed eminently great respect for all the Bible. We have long
recognized that the Old Testament books were applicable to patriarchal
people and those under Moses and the prophets. Yet, they have a
powerful value to us as Paul established in Romans 15:4. Yet, in former
times, no effort was made to parcel with power some of the New
Testament and subtract from equal power other portions. It stood as a
unified whole of power personified. The four Gospel records possessed
power; so did Acts, so did the epistles, so did the book of Revelation.

Electricity has been around all our lives but men were not ac-
quainted with it in the first century or several centuries thereafter.
Hence, there was no proposed analogy of the four Gospel records
constituting the power and the remaining New Testament books
composing love letters or books reflecting sockets as in a bathroom
mirror. Such a concept would have been minus meaning or apt
application to the eight men who wrote the New Testament or the
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succeeding generations who lived and served God prior to the coming
of electricity with located sockets of power. This, in and of itself,
should refute the sophistry of such modern concepts and the mind-sets
producing such.

Power does not begin with Matthew 1:1 and close with John 21:25.
It continues into Acts, into the epistles and throughout the book of
Revelation. Likewise, love does not take over either at Acts 1:1 or
Romans 1:1 and conclude with Revelation 22:21. Love permeates the
opening four books and eighty-nine chapters of the New Testament.

Luke wrote the Gospel record that bears his name and the book of
Acts. Are we therefore to conclude that he wrote of power and not of
love in Luke, but of love and just a reflection of power in Acts? Love
and power radiate in both his books and the fifty-two chapters he
penned.

Likewise, John wrote a Gospel record, three epistles and Revela-
tion. Are we therefore to conclude that he wrote of power part of the
time and of love being reflected the remnant of the time? Would his
readers have to wait till the twentieth and twenty-first century sockets
of power and simple reflections as in a mirror in 1, 2, 3 John and the
Revelation to be in the know? How utterly ridiculous! Yet, this is the
very legacy—a very poor one I might add—that Change Agents seek
to leave in their wayward digression from sound, solid and sensible
interpretation of the Holy Bible!

There are passages about power scattered throughout the New
Testament. Jesus spoke of power in Matthew 28:18, one of our
assigned texts for this study. He laid claim to all power! He stated in
John 6:63 that "the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they
are life." Furthermore, He said, "And ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free" (Jn. 8:32).

Power permeates the book of Acts, the epistles and the book of
Revelation. In Acts 1:8, Jesus promised the apostles power when the
Holy Spirit came upon them in baptismal measure. They performed
miracles of power throughout Acts, preached powerful sermons,
defended with power what they preached and enjoyed powerful results.

Power punctuates the epistles. In Romans 1:16-17, Paul wrote so
tersely and truthfully:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of
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God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall
live by faith.

Was this real power or simply a reflection as in a bathroom mirror?
The Word of God is quick and powerful as set forth in Hebrews 4:12.
It has power to begat as Paul stated in 1 Corinthians 4:15 and as James
affirms in James 1:18, 21. Power permeates the entirety of the New
Testament—not just the gospel records—Acts, the epistles and
Revelation are power-packed. It is slanderous to say the final twenty-
three books of the New Testament are just reflections one might view
in a bathroom mirror.

Likewise, love permeates the entire New Testament. Jesus spoke
of love in Matthew 22:33-40 relative to the two greatest command-
ments—loving God supremely and neighbor as self. Luke wrote of
such in Luke 10:25-37. John gave the new commandment of love in
John 13:34-35. Love abounds in the book of Acts, the epistles and all
through the book of Revelation. Ephesus is censured in Revelation 2:1-
7 because she had left her first love. As many as Jesus loves, He
chastens as per Revelation 3:19.

Love for the Godhead, the Gospel and the souls of men is the holy
heartbeat of the book of Acts. Minus love there would have been no
Herculean efforts to evangelize the whole world of the first century.
Paul wrote the love chapter in 1 Corinthians 13. Love heads the list of
the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23. It is the bond of perfectness
in Colossians 3:14. It covers a multitude of sins in 1 Peter 4:8. John
spoke of Jesus and His love in Revelation 1:5.

Power and love impact the whole of the New Testament. People
knew this long before there were sockets of power and bathroom
mirrors to do their reflecting. Truth is not safe by any means in the
hands of Change Agents. They are poor, very poor, exegetes of Sacred
Scripture. They are not going to do my thinking for me! Do not I speak
your sentiments also?

AN EXPOSURE AND REFUTATION OF THOSE
WHO DENY THESE BOOKS BELONG

TO THE NEW TESTAMENT
Among us the most prominent name connected with this error is

Dan Billingsly. He has promoted this error most of his preaching life.
I heard him promote this error more than thirty years ago. He has done
it in lectures, on radio, by written packets, in local work, in Gospel
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meetings and a number of debates with our brethren. One such debate
has been published—the one with Dub McClish in the late 1980s. In
that debate he made allowance for the first principles of these four
books to be included in the Law of Christ. He has been militant in its
propagation. He has influenced a number of people to accept his
fallacy.

Some years ago I had a Gospel meeting in Pennsylvania. The
Billingsly influence had made it to that area and had been widely
accepted in at least one congregation where I had done Gospel meeting
work years before. In my meeting there, I preached the Bible—nothing
else. He preached his hobby about what books belong in the New
Testament. I did not leave them upset and disturbed; he did. In my
meeting at Brookville, Pennsylvania, during the fall of 2004, I was
requested by the Brookville elders to deal with the error of Billingsly
on Matthew through Acts 1, on Sunday night, September 26. They
especially asked me to deal with the error from the standpoint of
Matthew 19:9 and whether this passage is New Testament doctrine or
Old Testament doctrine since it was spoken prior to Calvary. Of course
it was not written until many years subsequent to Calvary and Pente-
cost. They advertised it far and wide. I spoke for nearly one hour on the
error and some of its many ramifications, especially the marital one.
Some of the Billingsly sympathizers were there, people I had known for
a long time and respected. They listened but were not convinced as one
of the main leaders told me upon leaving the services. I had known this
man for a long time and remembered so well when he did not hold this
view at all. Neither did his cronies who were with him that evening.

The error basically is that the New Testament, except for first
principles, begins with Acts 2—not Matthew 1:1. They would have the
Old Testament to end with Acts 1 and the New to begin at Acts 2:1.
Hence, they add an additional 90 chapters to the 929 of the Old
Testament, making it total 1,019 chapters. Then, they reduce the New
from 260 chapters to 150 chapters. This is quite a sweeping addition to
the one and an amazing subtraction from the other.

The contention that first principles are included but the rest is Old
Testament material is arbitrary on their part. Jesus nailed all the Old
Covenant to the cross at Calvary—not just portions of it. They make
the same error the Adventists do relative to the sabbath. If Matthew-
Acts 1 belongs to the Old Testament, then all of it was nailed to
Calvary as per Colossians 2:14-17. Hence, by their premises, first
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principles are not excluded from their fallacy but very much included.
The ramifications of their system are almost without limitation. To be
consistent, they have to get rid of the Gospel plan of salvation in the
Gospel records as taught by the Christ. Mark 4:23-24 and Luke 8:18 are
Old Testament Scripture as per their claims. John 8:21, 24 are Old
Testament verses as per their claims. The verses in Luke 13:3, 5 fall
into the same category. So does Matthew 10:32. So do Matthew 28:18-
20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:47 and even Acts 1:8. All these were
spoken before Acts 2 became a rich reality. It is true many of these
things are incorporated into Acts, the epistles and Revelation, but they
still take away from what Christ the lawgiver gave from Matthew 1:1
through Acts 1:26. This is no way to show royalty of respect for what
Jesus did and taught from Matthew 1:1 through Acts 1:26.

The ramifications just keep expanding all the time in dealing with
this error. Were the Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew 5-7, and the
similar but shorter Sermon on the plain, in Luke 6:17-49, intended to
bolster Moses and his law or to announce constitutional concepts that
would reach culminating reality under Christ and Christianity? Were
they Mosaic reminders or Pentecostal pointers? Minus debate or
arguments to the contrary, they are the latter—NOT THE FORMER!

How about the other sermons Jesus presented such as the Olivet
Discourse in Matthew 24-25; Mark 13 and Luke 21, as well as the
Upper Room Discourse in John 14-16? Was He expounding on Mosaic
mandates or speaking of events linked exclusively with His people
under the New Covenant? The name Moses does not appear one single,
solitary time in any of these seven chapters. The Decalogue or the Ten
Commandments did not come in for focus in any of these seven
chapters. Why not, if He were bolstering Moses and the Old Testament
prophets?

What about His parables in Matthew, Mark and Luke? Matthew 13
and Luke 15 are filled with several of these powerful and profitable
parables. Were they given as reminders of Sinaitic statutes or what later
would be Christian concepts? The answer is decisively obvious. These
chapters teach us about coming Christianity—not Mosaic mandates.
Just which parable did Jesus give the design of which was to promote
Moses and his system? Not that first one!

Jesus was transfigured in Matthew 17; Mark 9 and Luke 9. The
"Inner Three" among the apostles, Peter, James and John, were there.
Moses and Elijah made brief appearances. The conversation centered
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upon what would happen on the Hill of Calvary and not what occurred
upon Sinai or upon colorful Carmel. Peter proposed the erection of
three tabernacles—one for Christ, one for Moses and one for Elijah, not
knowing what he said. Such an inappropriate proposal elevated Moses
and Elijah too much and demoted Christ entirely too low. Almighty
God entered the picture. He did not say: "These are my three beloved
Sons in whom I am well pleased. Hear ye them." He singled out only
one as His beloved Son and commanded that He be heard (Mt. 17:5).
The transfiguration was about Jesus and His glory—not about Moses
and Elijah! They had had their day as lawgiver and prophet respec-
tively. Now, Heaven's limelight rested on Emmanuel—the God-Man.

Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper in Matthew 26; Mark 14 and
Luke 22. Was this to honor Moses and his system of Sinaitic statutes
or to honor Christ and His sufferings on the old rugged cross? The
answer is an obvious one. Jesus did not say: "Do this in memory of
Moses." He did say: "[T]his do in remembrance of me" (Lk. 22:19).

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Acts 1, 90 chapters, look forward
to Christianity—not backward to Moses and Israel at Sinai. The page
separating Malachi 4 from Matthew 1 is not a misplaced one as this
error contends. The current arrangement in our Bibles, which dates
back to ancient times, is not a misplaced one. Of this we can be
absolutely sure! The terms of His will were being laid down for a
virtual certainty.

CHRIST LIVED UNDER THE LAW OF MOSES
BUT TAUGHT THE GOSPEL

Mosaic law had begun at Sinai in the book of Exodus and ended
with Christ on Calvary’s cross. Paul, in Colossians 2:14-17, informs us
when the old covenant ended, when it was nailed to the cross by the
dying Messiah. This but means that Jesus was born under that law and
lived under that law. He kept it perfectly, the only one under it who
ever did. He went to Jerusalem at the regular festivals—Passover,
Pentecost and the Feast of Tabernacles. He was obedient in such. He
was respectful of Moses and the Old Testament prophets. He urged His
followers to be of like mind.

Here is a point the Billingsly crowd needs to address. If Matthew,
Mark, Luke, John and Acts 1 are Old Testament books and chapters,
did Jesus nail them to the cross at Calvary? If so, why were ALL these
chapters written long after Christianity went into effect? The Penta-
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teuch was not written again after Pentecost. The historical books from
Joshua through Esther were not written again after Acts 2. Neither were
the five poetic books written again long after Pentecost. The prophecy
section was not written again after Acts 2 and Pentecost. The four
major prophets and twelve minor prophets all wrote while the Mosaic
system was in effect—not long after the system was abolished or
annulled.

Why did Matthew write if his whole book was nailed to Calvary
except for first principles? Why did Mark, Luke and John write their
chapters from Mark 1:1 through Acts 1:26 if all of these books and
chapters, except for first principles, had been nailed to Calvary? God
did not wait until patriarchy and the Mosaic Economy had long passed
before Genesis through Malachi became a literary reality. Why would
He have done so with the ninety chapters from Matthew 1:1 through
Acts 1:26? This needs an answer from those who have added to the Old
Testament and then subtracted from the New Testament.

In these four Gospel records Jesus taught much about the coming
kingdom He would establish and His will or covenant that would guide
and govern it. In fact, He and John the Baptist did much in preparation
for the coming kingdom. Jesus spoke of the new birth in John 3:3, 5, 7.
Obviously, this did not go into effect until people could obey it and
become citizens of the same which occurred initially in Acts 2 upon
that memorable Pentecost. Jesus did not mention the new birth to the
inquiring rich, young ruler in Matthew 19; Mark 10 and Luke 18.
Neither did Peter in Acts 2 mention what Jesus told the ruler to do. The
old had passed away and the new was in effect. Beginning in Acts 2
and for all subsequent times people were born again, born anew, born
from above, born of water and the Spirit. Putting the process another
way, this is when people hear the Gospel, believe in Christ's Deity,
repent of sins, confess the Deity of Jesus Christ and are immersed in
water for or unto the remission of sins. Then and then only are they
added by the Lord to the church, the church that was in the mind of
God from all eternity (Eph. 3:10-11). Three of these conditions of
conversion are stated plainly in Acts 2:14, 38 with the other two, faith
and confession, deeply implied. Jesus taught this as His will while the
Law of Moses was in effect, but it was honored and obeyed only after
Christianity had begun. How utterly ridiculous to think that the WILL
MAKER, the Christ, could not state what His will would be before it
went into effect on Pentecost in Acts 2.
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In Matthew 18:15-17, Jesus told what was to be done when sinful
alienation existed between a guilty brother and the wronged brother.
The steps of procedure were outlined carefully. He taught this as His
will when the Law of Moses was still in effect. When did brethren
begin its practice? Obviously, not before the church was established
because one of the steps in the reconciliation process was taking the
matter before the church if the previously prescribed steps failed to
rectify the problem.

As part of His will, Jesus gave the Great Commission several days
before the church was begun in perfection in Acts 2. Going was to be
done. When was it executed? In Acts and within the epistles. Teaching
or preaching was to be done. When was this executed? In Acts and
within the epistles. Obedience was to be done by those who had been
taught apostolic doctrine. When was this done? When the new will
went into effect. Thorough teaching was to be done: When was it
executed? When Christ's will went into effect. Jesus promised to be
with His people always—not just the apostles. When was it executed?
When is it executed? When shall it be executed? The answer is a
crystal clear one—from Acts till His second coming.

Hebrews 9:16-17 is very germane at this point. It reads:
For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the
death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are
dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.

If everything Jesus said and did, except for first principles, belonged to
the Old Testament and it was all nailed to Calvary’s cross, what went
into effect in Acts 2? Just first principles and nothing else? Did the new
birth of John 3:3, 5, 7 go into effect? We have before proved that Jesus
did not nail just part of the Old Testament to His cross and leave the
rest (such as the first principles) intact. Did all Jesus had taught about
the Messianic kingdom go into effect? Did the Great Commission go
into effect? Did the teaching of Matthew 18:15-17 go into effect? Did
what He taught relative to marriage in Matthew 19:3-12 go into effect
or was it nailed to the cross at Calvary? I cannot help but think that this
is one of the main motivations behind this whole fallacy—get rid of
Matthew 19:9 for the Christian Age. Did the Golden Rule go into effect
at Pentecost or was it nailed to Christ’s cross? Did the precepts
permeating the parables go into effect after Jesus died or were they
nailed to the cross at Calvary? After all, they were spoken before
Calvary and Pentecost. Did they just have meaning or purpose to those
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who lived during the personal ministry of the Christ? Did what Jesus
teach about prayer go into effect after His death or was it all nailed to
His cross at Calvary?

Did what Jesus taught about separation from the world apply just
to His personal ministry and did not go into effect on Pentecost? What
about His teaching relative to forgiveness? Was that nailed to the cross?
Or was it for the whole of the Christian Age?

It is folly of the nth degree to contend that nothing Jesus taught,
save for first principles, was to be part and parcel of Christianity and
that everything else He taught was Old Testament emphasis and focus.
And, we have to teach those who call themselves Gospel preachers
these elementary truths! I find this to be amazingly amazing!

SOME OTHER CHALLENGES
TO THIS DOCTRINAL FALSEHOOD

This modern fallacy among us has some real difficulties to
overcome and answer relative to the Upper Room Discourse in John
14-16. Read carefully one such passage, John 14:26, wherein we note:

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

What would the Holy Spirit do? He would bring back to their
memories what Jesus taught them. But when did Jesus teach such?
During His personal ministry would have to be the obvious answer. But
this fallacy we are examining says what we have in Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John and Acts 1, except for first principles, was part and parcel
of the Old Testament. If part and parcel of the Old Testament, then it
must have been nailed to the cross and thus is not in effect subsequent
to Calvary. Why would the Holy Spirit bring to their remembrance
what was not even in effect for Christianity? What profit would this be
to the apostles? What profit would it be to their auditors? Jesus did not
promise that the Spirit of truth or the Comforter would bring back to
their remembrance what Moses and Old Testament prophets taught.
Why not? Why would Paul refer to a statement Jesus made in Acts
20:35 if that statement was not even in effect? Incidentally, this
statement is not found in any of the four Gospel records. Paul thus
rescued it from oblivion and for such we are most grateful. Such is a
serious reflection on the prudence of the Holy Spirit as well as the
apostles who received such messages. What authority could they wield
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with such recalled messages from His personal ministry if it had been
nailed to the cross?

Another challenge is now noted for the propagators of this error.
The four Gospel records and Acts 1 were not penned prior to Calvary
and Pentecost but many years subsequent to Christ’s death on Calvary.
Did Matthew write twenty-eight chapters of what had been nailed to the
cross save for first principles? Did Mark write sixteen chapters along
the same line? What about Luke in his Gospel record? Did he write
twenty-four chapters of annulled material? Did John write about what
was abolished at Calvary? Did Luke write what we now know as Acts
1, twenty-six verses, relative to abolished material? How utterly
ridiculous this whole egregious error is! I remember that the late and
lamented J. Noel Merideth said: "There are three senses—inspired,
common and nonsense." Making Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and
Acts 1, save for first principles, into Old Testament material is not
inspired sense; it is not common sense; it is NONSENSE, PERIOD!

THE TEACHINGS FOUND IN THE FOUR GOSPEL
RECORDS ARE BOUND ON CHRISTIANS TODAY

Is the Sermon on the Mount binding on God's people today? After
all, it was spoken prior to Calvary and it contains far more than first
principles. Are the beatitudes binding? Is what Jesus said about His
people being the salt and light of the world binding? Is what He said
about anger, lust, marriage, swearing, going the second mile, loving
enemies, being like the Father and doing more than publicans binding?
Are the principles about doing alms, prayers and fasting just Old
Testament material and not binding on Christians today? What about
laying up treasure in heaven and not upon earth? Is this binding? What
about the single eye and the evil eye? Did He give this material only to
nail it to the cross? Was the section on providence in Matthew 6:25-34
just for the people in His ministry and not intended for us at all? Are
the warnings found in Matthew 7 binding on us? He warned against
hypocrisy, casting pearls before swine, failing to ask, seek and knock,
walking the broad way, paying attention to false teachers, failure to be
obedient and building on a sandy foundation. Were all these nailed to
the cross of Christ at Calvary?

True worship as taught by Jesus in John 4:23-24 is binding on
Christians. This worship is not linked with lambs. It is not connected
with annual trips to Jerusalem for Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of
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Tabernacles. It does not touch top, bottom or side of sabbath day and
sabbath year observances.

The teaching in these four books relative to the Messianic kingdom
is binding. John and Jesus did not make preparation for a revival of the
Hebrew kingdom ruled over by David and his descendants. They
looked to the future for the perfecting of the such—not to the past with
Moses, Old Testament prophets and an earthly kingdom.

The new commandment of John 13:34-35 is binding. John, not
only gave it in his Gospel record but exemplified it in his first epistle.

Discipleship requirements in the Gospel records are binding. We
are to deny self, take up the cross and follow Jesus—not Moses or an
Old Testament prophet (Lk. 9:23). That we are to seek God's kingdom
and His righteousness first with the attending blessings of food,
clothing and shelter provided is a binding verse (Mt. 6:33).

The Lord's teaching about correcting problems between two
alienated brethren in Matthew 18:15-17 is binding. We can be assured
of this because one of the prescribed steps is the telling of "it unto the
church" (Mt. 18:17). Obviously, this could be done only after the
church was established or after Acts 2.

The Lord's teaching about what we owe civil powers in Matthew
22:21 is binding. Paul and Peter make this crystal clear in Romans
13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-14.

The Lord's teaching about forgiveness is binding as set forth in
such passages as Matthew 6:12,14-15; 18:21-35. The Lord's teaching
about serving others is binding as we read in Luke 10:25-37 and in the
great judgment passage in Matthew 25:34ff.

The Lord's teaching about prayer is binding on Christians. We are
to ask, seek and knock as per Matthew 7:7-11.

The Lord's teaching about final things such as death, the second
coming, the resurrection of all, judgment of every person and the two
eternal destinies is binding. It would be stranger than strange if the
Lord said so much about Biblical finals only to nail it all to the cross!

Jesus said much about the Godhead one of Whom He was. This is
especially true in John 14-16. Did all this rich material just belong to
the Old Testament and not part and parcel of the New Covenant?

CONCLUSION
Why was Matthew even written if none of it applied except for first

principles? Why was Mark even written if none of it applied to
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Christians save first principles? Why was Luke written if none of it
applied to Christians except first principles? Luke linked his Gospel
record with the book of Acts 1:1. The Spirit and Luke bound together
Luke's Gospel record and the book of Acts and Billingsly comes along
and seeks to sever them (cf. Mt. 19:6). Why was John even written if
it all belonged to the Old Testament except for the first principles? Why
was Acts 1 included in that book if it had no connection with the new
covenant? First principles are not found in Acts 1.

I have been preaching longer than Dan Billingsly and would match
the hours I have spent with the Book of God with what he has spent
with the Good Book. I would hate having to go to judgment and answer
for pursuing an inexcusable and illogical hobby such as has been
examined in this lecture. His teaching has been divisive wherever it has
gone. The New Testament still has twenty-seven books and two
hundred and sixty chapters. It still begins with Matthew 1:1 and closes
with Revelation 22:21. It still has the major segments of the Gospel
records, the book of Acts, the epistles and the book of Revelation.

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John did not write Old Testament books
for the first part of our New Testament. They wrote New Testament
books for a surety!

ENDNOTE
1 All Scriptures references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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